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STARTER STRIP

BOTTOM LOCK

HOOK INTO STARTER STRIP
PUSH INTO LOCATION, AS SHOWN

BACK VIEW OF
SIDING PANEL

4.6.3 Starting the first course
Place a siding panel section onto the left side of the starter strip and mark the top of 
the panel. Repeat this step for the right side of the starter strip.
Stretch a chalk line across these two marks and snap a line. This is your guide for 
your first course of siding panels. 
NOTE: Verify the chalk line is level before proceeding.

To install the first siding panel cut a straight edge on the side that is to be inserted into
the corner trim channel. Hook the bottom lock into the starter strip and slide the panel 
into the corner trim channel. Keep the siding panel a minimum of ¼” away from the 
inside edge of the corner trim channel. This is to allow for expansion of the siding 
panel.

DRAW LINE AND CHECK
FOR LEVEL
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1/4" MIN GAP

CORNER POST
CHANNEL

FIRST PANEL

STARTER
STRIP

STR
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MEM
BER

Note: Do not nail tight to wall.

NAIL IN CENTER
OF SLOTS

1/16" GAP

MIN 
PENETRATION
1/2"

Nail the siding panel to the structural member, start by nailing the siding panel in the 
center and working out to the ends. All nails located in the nailing hem must be driven
in until there is a 1/16” gap between the nail head and the siding panel. This allows for 
expansion and contraction of the siding panel.
All nails must be located in the center of nailing slots.
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Continue with this process until the first course is completed remembering to leave a 
minimum ¼” gap for the last panel into the corner trim channel.
4.7 Installing the second and subsequent courses
Start each subsequent course with random length siding panels to prevent from 
creating a repetitive pattern.When applying your first piece make sure the continuous
bottom lock is fully engaged with the continuous top lock of the last course.

NAIL

FIRST NAIL
SET GAP

Norandex siding panels must be nailed a maximum of every 16” and must be nailed  
within 3” of each end of the siding panel. A ½” minimum nail penetration into 
a structural member is required. Reference building codes for additional requirements.
Install the second panel by hooking into the starter strip and overlapping the male 
side lock (Temperature markings section 4.4). Position the second panel to the 
required gap for expansion and nail into location. 
(Start with nailing the panel in the center area and working out.)(Start with nailing the panel in the center area and working out.)

PUSH INTO CONTINOUS 
TOP LOCK, AS SHOWN

Nail within 3"
of each end.
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Remember to keep ¼” gap between the siding panel and the corner trim channel. 
Always start by nailing the center of the siding panel first and working out to the ends.
Make sure a minimum of 6” of the continuous top lock is remaining exposed for the 
next panel to lock into.

FIRST COURSE

CONTINOUS TOP LOCK

SECOND COURSE

6" MINIMUM

STARTER STRIP

Position the next panel for the required gap for expansion and nail into place. 
(Start with nailing the panel in the center area and working out.) 
Repeat until course is complete.

4.8 Installation over various substrates.
NOTE: For applications requiring engineering evaluation of wind load parameters, 
please contact our manufacturing partner AOBP at: 
         American Original Building Products, LLC.
                                        1000 Arlington Circle
                                        Akron, Ohio 44306-0670
                                        330-786-3000                                         330-786-3000 

4.8.1 Nail based sheathings.
It is recommended to work over a smooth, flat, wall surface. 
Nails should penetrate a structural member ½” minimum.

4.8.2 Non-nail based sheathings.
For any non-nailable sheathing, Norandex recommends that all nails be driven into the 
structural framing.
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5. TRIMMING 

5.1 Installing final course
Any crown molding, J-channel or wide window type casing can be used in the eaves 
for the final course.
Measure from the inside of the trim channel down to the bottom edge of the 
continuous top lock minus ¼”. This is the height dimension for the final course.

BOTTOM EDGE 
OF CONTINUOUS
TOP LOCK

Lay the panel face down and measure from the bottom lock up to the number that 
was established. This is the height of the final panel.

1/4" GAP FOR
EXPANSION

X
 D
IM

SCRIBE LINE

CUT HERE

X-1/4"

MEASURE
FROM THIS
SURFACE

DISCARD
THIS SECTION



5. TRIMMING - continued 
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5.2 Trimming around openings
Measure and cut panels for around openings allowing ¼” for expansion.
Follow the same instructions as in section 5.1 for measuring and installing around 
openings.

5.3 Trimming gables
It is recommended that a template be made for a guide when fitting and cutting panels 
for gables.for gables. Any scrap wood or material at least 12” wide can be utilized to make the 
guide. Snap into location any scrap piece of panel into the gable starter course. 
With the 12” wide scrap material placed against the bottom of the gable, scribe a line 
onto the scrap panel.

PUNCH HOLES
8-10"

PUSH INTO 
TRIM

HOOK PANELS TOGETHER

After cutting the panel punch nail slots every 8-10”. 
Hook panels together and slide 
the top of the panel into the trim channel. Nail into position as described earlier.
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6. TIPS 

Complete one wall before beginning another.
 
Always start at the lowest point of the structure.

Nailing the panels should not restrict movement. Nails should be driven straight 
into the center of any nailing slots leaving about 1/16” between the nail head 
and the panel.

Nail spacing should not exceed 16”.Nail spacing should not exceed 16”.

Top run can be installed by putting silicone caulking in bottom lock and 
attaching it to the last course and pushing into final location. Take care not to 
get silicone caulking on the front of the siding panel.

Top run may be installed with double undersill trim.

To insure panels are hanging straight and level, every 5-6 course stretch a 
chalk line across the wall and use as a guide.

Always store siding panels flat. Never bend siding panels.Always store siding panels flat. Never bend siding panels.

Norandex siding panels are not to be used as a roof covering.

Norandex siding panels can be cleaned with any standard house wash or 
household detergent.

Nail within 3" of each end of siding panel.


